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Content warnings: Please note the paper is on online sexual abuse and as such, frequently mentions sexual abuse and makes reference to sexual violence. If you find the contents upsetting and would like support, please make use of available resources.

Union Notes
1. In recent years, the use of Generative Artificial Intelligence (GenAI) and Language Learning Models (LLMs) has significantly increased1 with the number of students using any form of AI increasing from 66% to 92% in one year alone (2024-2025).2
2. The nonconsensual creation or sharing of sexually abusive material includes photographic, videographic, and any other form of media whereby the victim’s visual identity or personal information are revealed in an explicit, abusive or degrading manner regardless of the perpetrator(s)’ motivations. This can be done with or without the victim’s knowledge.3–5
3. The rise of GenAI usage has seen increased generation of nonconsensual sexually abusive material which can include:5
a. Generating explicit, abusive or degrading content using someone’s likeness.
b. Using tools to manipulate existing images of a person to make them sexual or explicit.
c. Using AI to generate sexual or explicit content involving real people.
d. Using AI-generated material to harass, coerce or threaten individuals.
4. The increase of deepfake videos from 2019 to 2023 was 550% and 90-95% of all online deepfakes are nonconsensual pornographic images.6
5. Online sexual abuse is harmful:5
a. There is a distinct lack of consent involved.
b. Victims usually suffer long-term with a range of factors which can include an extreme sense of violation, loss of control, anxiety, fear, shame, and damage to relationships and careers.
c. Social media misuse and the consumption of pornography and online sexually abusive material increase the likelihood for in-person incidences of sexual abuse and sexual violence.7–12
6. Women and girls, children and young people, LGBTQ+, people of colour and public-facing individuals are more at risk of falling victim to online sexual abuse, both AI-based and not.5
7. There are legal consequences to online sexual abuse:
a. In 2015, the UK ruled sharing private sexual images as a criminal offence via the Criminal Justice and Courts Acts (2015).13
b. As of 2026, UK government intends to add new provisions to the Sexual Offences Act 2003 to make it a criminal offence to create or request the creation of non-consensual intimate images with offences coming into force on the 6th of February 2026.12
8. Both Imperial College London’s support platform, Report + Support, and the College’s Student Code of Conduct currently (as of the 28th of May 2026) make little to no reference to online or AI-based sexual abuse.14,15
9. Studies show there is an increased need for intervention which includes educational strategies aimed at changing norms and behaviours, communicating associated harms to would-be perpetrators and viewers, and the enforcement of existing legislation.4
10. Colleges and universities have unique opportunities to provide prevention education to students and young people.16 

Union Believes
1. The rise of GenAI has seen the increased production and sharing of nonconsensual sexually abusive material.
2. Online sexual abuse is sexual abuse. It is harmful and can affect victims long-term, i.e. fear, shame, anxiety, feelings of loss of control and extreme sense of violation, damage to relationships and careers, amongst other factors.
3. Imperial College London’s student population contains members of groups who are at a higher risk of AI-based sexual abuse including minors, women, LGBTQ+, and POC students.
4. It is in Imperial College London and Imperial College Union’s best interests to adequately care for their students which includes providing educational resources and support for their students’ wellbeing. In the case of minors, both the College and Union have a legal duty of care and safeguarding for/of students under the age of 18 (Children Act 1989).17
5. Imperial College London and Imperial College Union can, and should, be doing more to support students who fall victim to online and AI-based sexual abuse.


Union Resolves
1. To mandate the Deputy President (Welfare) to lobby for the inclusion of online and AI-based sexual abuse to be mentioned in Imperial College’s consent training. The training should include education on UK legislation and the associated harms of online and AI-based sexual abuse as well as support resources and/or contacts for victims.
2. To mandate current and future Union Presidents and Deputy Presidents (Welfare) to push for the Report + Support staff to include resources and support (emotional and practical) for victims of online and AI-based sexual abuse. This should include help with, or the contact information of someone who can help with, the removal of online material.
3. To mandate current and future Officer Trustees to push for Imperial College London’s Student Code of Conduct to explicitly and clearly mention that the generation and deliberate consumption and/or sharing of nonconsensual sexual material, whether it be AI-based or not, is classed as student misconduct. Additionally, where applicable, sanctions should be of the highest severity possible and, where appropriate, authorities should be contacted and legal action pursued.
4. All aforementioned actions should be performed prior to the start of the 2027-28 academic year at the minimum, with efforts made to complete actions as soon as possible.

Appendix

Definitions:
· Abuse: any behaviour that intentionally or unintentionally causes harm, distress, or violates another person's rights. It typically involves a misuse of power or a breach of trust.3
· Sexual abuse: any non-consensual sexual activity or exploitation
· Non-consensual: an action, interaction, or situation occurs without the willing, free, and informed agreement of all parties involved.18
· Deepfake: digitally altered images, audio, or videos created using AI that appear as though someone has said or done something they never actually did.6

Additional information:
· House of commons paper: “Sexual harassment and violence in further and higher education” (https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9438/CBP-9438.pdf). 
· Imperial College London’s Student Code of Conduct: https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-college/administration-and-support-services/registry/academic-governance/public/academic-policy/disciplinary-procedures/Student_Code_of_Conduct.pdf 
· Imperial College London’s Disciplinary Procedures: https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-college/administration-and-support-services/registry/academic-governance/public/academic-policy/disciplinary-procedures/Student-Disciplinary-Procedure.pdf 
· Information and resources surrounding consent: https://rapecrisis.org.uk/get-informed/about-sexual-violence/sexual-consent/ 
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