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Imperial College Union
Union Council / 4th of November 2025
Trustee Ratification

Author(s):	Nico Henry - Union President

Seconder(s):	Emina Hogas - Deputy President (Education)
		Anson To - Deputy President (Welfare)
		Tom Gordon - Deputy President (Activities)

Decision(s):	To approve

Union Notes
1. As a registered charity, Imperial College Union has a Board of Trustees. The purpose of the Board is to ensure we are run effectively and properly, in accordance with our Governing Documents, UK law, and in financial prudence.
2. The Board is primarily made up of students and student representatives, alongside five external trustees and one alumni trustee who are there to provide external insight and oversight. Terms for external trustees are three years in length.
3. All Officer Trustees (President and Deputy Presidents), the Council Chair, and two student trustees are elected in a College-wide ballot, while the remaining two students, external, and alumni trustees are appointed, in accordance with the Union Constitution (Section F of the Articles of Association and Sections 10-12 of Byelaw B).
4. The appointments of those two students, external and alumni trustees, must be ratified by a two-thirds majority of Union Council.
5. Stephen Richardson, one of ICU’s external trustees, has served on the Board of Trustees as chair since August 2022, hence his first term was due to end on 31st July 2025. 
6. Bulbul Basul would be joining for her first term due to begin on the 1st of August 2025 and end on the 31st of July 2028

Union Believes

1. Bulbul Basu and Stephen Richardson are more than suitably qualified to be appointed to the Board of Trustees as external trustee.

Union Resolves
1. To ratify the re-appointment of Stephen Richardson (Appendix A) to the Board of Trustees for a third term to begin on the 1st of August 2025, and end on the 31st of July 2028.

2. To ratify the appointment of Bulbul Basu (Appendix B) to the Board of Trustees for a first term, due to begin on the 1st of August 2025 and end onf the 31st of July 2028.



Appendix A
Stephen spent most of his working life at Imperial College. He was appointed as a Lecturer in Chemical Engineering at Imperial College in 1978 and Principal of the Faculty of Engineering from 2008 to 2010. In 1996 he was made a Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering and in 2015 was made a CBE for his work on chemical engineering education and safety. He was President of the Institution of Chemical Engineers from 2019 to 2021 and started as a Lay Trustee of Imperial College Union in 2019.


Appendix B
Bulbul brings over twenty-five years of extensive experience in finance, risk management, audit, controls, and governance from major US and European investment banks. Having held various transformation and leadership roles across finance organisations, Bulbul possesses a comprehensive understanding of financial and regulatory external reporting, valuation control, risk management, governance, and change management. In her current role as a senior External Reporting Controller at JP Morgan, Bulbul oversees external reporting, forecasting, and analysis of the balance sheet for regulatory capital, liquidity, and statutory accounting purposes. As an Imperial College alum, Bulbul has a deep appreciation for the transformative impact of her education and student experience. She acknowledges the challenges faced by today's students and recognizes the critical role of the Union in providing support and direction in an increasingly competitive and challenging environment. With her wealth of financial expertise, stakeholder management skills, and dedication to giving back to society, Bulbul would be a highly valuable trustee for ICU.
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